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To Barbro

Almost sixty years ago, to the day,  
I saw you for the first time  
– thank you for returning my glance.
                                                  Bengt



 
II



To Elliott Torsten Gaetano

Thank you for sharing your history, 
your future and the eternal now.
                                          Kristina
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Preface

It is important to have knowledge of both the past and the 
present. Good ideas are always based on such knowledge, al-
though new thoughts are also required. 
Together, a professor of physics interested in history, an artisti-
cally trained librarian, and a creative designer, Annika Nyberg, 
have tried to describe Physics in Lund and its 350-year history.
This has been made possible by the work of the Historical Group 
at the Department of Physics, which was founded in 2011, and 
consists of the undersigned together with Ulf Litzén (Professor 
in Physics) and Carl-Erik Magnusson (University Lecturer). 
This book is based on a large screen presentation which has been 
on display in the main entrance of the Department since 2012.
This portrayal is intended for the broader public, politicians, 
funding bodies and other decision-makers, as well as students 
and others with an interest in physics. 
The past 50 years have seen exceptional successes at the Depart-
ment due to world-class research. Furthermore, the national fa-
cility, MAX IV, has its roots in the Department, and has helped 
in bringing the European Spallation Source (ESS) to Lund.
Where does this driving force come from? 



There are several reasons for the success of the Department. One 
is undoubtedly the fact that the Faculty of Engineering, LTH, 
which was established at the beginning of the 1960s, was not 
made an independent institute, but was integrated into Lund 
University. Another is that the Department of Physics is a large, 
joint department including both the Science Faculty and the 
Engineering Faculty, in equal measure.
Each chapter of this book has its main authors, and is designed 
as an interaction between image and text. Each of the authors 
has had the help of others in both writing and choosing the il-
lustrations. In a presentation such as this it is always necessary 
to make a choice regarding which material should be included. 
Some areas of research could have been described in more de-
tail, and many other people should have been mentioned. How-
ever, it is important to point out that all the former and present 
employees of the Department have helped form its history.
We are convinced that we can all become better and wiser re-
searchers, lecturers and administrators if we know the histo-
ry behind our place of work. Such knowledge provides a firm 
foundation on which to work, and creates greater respect for the 
way in which knowledge is gained.

Bengt Forkman   Kristina Holmin Verdozzi 
Professor of Physics  Faculty Librarian

  VII



 
VIII 

  



This book was made possible by the contributions of many peo-
ple, not only the main authors, but also those who helped them. 
We would like to express our special thanks to professors Gösta 
Gustafson, Ulf Litzén och Hans Ryde, whose broad knowledge 
has enriched this book. We are also grateful to the reference 
group that helped us find the right tone for this presentation.
This project was realized thanks to generous financial contribu-
tions from Akademiska Hus, Birgit & Håkan Ohlsson’s Founda-
tion, The Crafoord Foundation, The Royal Physiographic Soci-
ety of Lund, The Krapperup Estate, The Faculty of Science at 
Lund University, Sparbanken Öresund, Sten K Johnson’s Foun-
dation, The Längman Culture Foundation and Thora Ohlsson’s 
Foundation. We are also grateful for the cooperation of the 
management of the Department. In this context, we would also 
like to thank professors Mats Benner and Thomas Kaiserfeld for 
their letters of recommendation.
We would also like to thank Kristina Danielsson, for her excel-
lent proof-reading, Helen Sheppard, for her insightful transla-
tions, which enriched the Swedish texts, and Henrik Ruuth and 
Ylva Forkman for their valuable help in the indexes of people 
and images.
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